
Science in the Early Years (Understanding the World: the World) Coverage in Nursery and Reception 2019-2020 

                            

 

 

30-50 months (Nur focus)Comments and asks questions about 

aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live 

or the natural world. • Can talk about some of the things they 

have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found 

objects. • Talks about why things happen and how things work. • 

Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes 

over time. • Shows care and concern for living things and the 

environment 

40-60 months (Rec focus and MAGT Nur)Looks closely at 

similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

Early Learning Goal: (end of Foundation stage)Children 

know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features 

of their own immediate environment and how environments 

might vary from one another. They make observations of 

animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk 

about changes. 

Nursery Science topics & Investigations this year: 

Seasonal changes – autumn walk- why are the leaves changing 

colour? 

Winter- melting and Freezing- what is ice and how does it change? 

Would a polar bear and a penguin ever meet? 

 Light and dark - what is a shadow?  

Spring- how does a plant grow? How does a plant drink? 

Life cycles- how does a chick hatch and grow? 

Habitats- what animals live at the beach? 

 

Reception Science topics & Investigations this year: 

Seasonal changes – autumn walk- why don’t some trees lose their 

leaves? 

Winter- melting and Freezing- how can we change something? 

Water- floating and sinking- why doesn’t a boat sink? 

Materials – How do we sort materials and use them again? (recycling) 

Space- how did Neil Armstrong get to the Moon? 

Habitats- what lives in a pond? 

 

 

Joint Topics 

Rotated on a 2 year cycle: 

Live chicks- hatching from 

eggs 

Live caterpillars- releasing 

Butterflies 

Both classes also have 

weekly baking sessions  

 

Observe- Describe- 

Explain 

Observe with all of our senses- Identify similarities and 

differences- what has stayed the same?-Identify 

change- sort and group 

Free exploration – Directed activities- Comparative 

tests 


